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PRAYER NOTES: FEBRUARY-MARCH 2009 
 

Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health,  

just as it is well with your soul.  

3 John 2. 

 

THANKING GOD FOR: 
 The appointment of Mrs. Jenny Day as Chaplain to the Geraldton Grammar School. 

 The arrival in Exmouth of the Rev Lachlan and Bec Edwards (with Tim & Emily) on January 6 

and Lachlan’s Induction on February 12. 

 The provision of $30,000 in gifts in December/January towards the purchase of the Exmouth 

land on which we plan on building a simple Church facility/Rectory. 

 The generous provision of an interest-free loan for six months of $200,000 to cover the short-

fall in the purchasing of the Exmouth land. 

 A refreshing break since Christmas for some of our Ministers and Parishioners. 

 The provision of honorary Ministers for Northampton and possibly Mingenew. 

 The offer of an honorary full-time Youth Minister for Kununurra from August. 

 The re-opening and refurbishment of the Geraldton Mission to Seafarers Centre under the 

leadership of the new honorary Chaplain, the Rev Philip (& Kathy) Knife. 

 The gift from the Sydney Diocese of $20,000 p.a. (for 3 years) to rent a house in Geraldton and 

pay for electricity and phone for the Knifes. 

 Frank and Jo Nicol commencing studies at Trinity Theological College in Perth. 

 Planning for the Diocesan Centenary celebrations next year under the leadership of  

 Archdeacon Bill Ross. 

 The establishment of a link with Bishop Joseph Abura and the Diocese of Karamoja in Uganda. 

 

ASKING GOD FOR: 
 Archdeacon Bill Warburton recovering from a bad stroke on December 30. Pray too for 

Jennifer as she sits by him. 

 Wisdom for the many people in our Diocese who have lost their jobs in the current world 

financial crisis. Naturally, this has an impact on the financial viability of some churches. 

 The sale of the Rectory in Wyndham so that another house can be built in Kununurra to house 

folk who will run both Parishes in a team ministry. 

 The sale of Cameron & Bec Sutherland’s home and large sheep truck as they commence 

ministry in Geraldton in February. (Ordination February 28) 

 The provision of an honorary Minister for Mullewa. 

 The $190,000 still needed to buy the Exmouth land. 
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Dear praying friends of our Diocese, 

 

Preaching at Christmas Services is always a challenge! There are of course some 

óregularsô present with their relatives. There are Christian holiday-makers away 

from home who naturally want to meet with Godôs people where theyôre staying. 

Then there are ólocalsô who attend each Christmas and not often in between.  

 

This óChristmas challengeô comes in two ways: Firstly, it is always a challenge to 

preach in such a way as to hold the attention of such an assortment of people, often 

with children and teenagers who are not used to being in Church and are 

determined to be bored! Donôt get me wrong, Iôm glad that they are all there! I long 

for them to connect with God through the Lord Jesus in such a way that they will 

never be the same again. Secondly, it is a challenge to preach a sermon which is 

different and yet the same as the one people have heard regularly over many 

Christmases. I donôt want to just speak about Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, the 

angels, the star and the baby Jesus lying in a feed trough. I want to speak about the 

reason for Jesusô birth, the call of God for people to repent and trust in Jesusô 

atoning death and the urgency of the Gospel call to submit to the rule of King Jesus. 

 

However, when I do this, I invariably get into trouble! Take this Christmas just past. 

One lady commented to me on her way out of the Cathedral ñI hope youôll preach 

about Christmas at Easter!ò Christmas devoid of Easter is a Christ-less Christmas 

and can become sheer sentimentalism. The Incarnation and the Passion of Christ go 

hand in hand.  

 

So here we are now in the time between Christmas and Easter. I can hardly wait to 

prepare my Easter sermon and Iôd better pop in some reference to Christmas, just in 

case. May the Lord richly bless you as you continue to pray for us in making Christ 

known in N.W Australia at Christmas, Easter and all year round. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

David Mulready  

 

 

A Letter from  
the Bishop 


