
THE DIOCESAN COUNCIL STATUTE 2016

The Diocese of North West Australia exists to glorify God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, to promote sound doctrine and true faith through the spread of the gospel and biblical teaching, and to encourage the growth and maturing of Christ’s one true Church.

In accordance with Section 5 (a) of The Constitution Statute 2016, the Synod resolves as follows:

SHORT TITLE


This Statute may be cited as The Diocesan Council Statute 2016.
SECTION 1 – Council Formation and Function 

The Bishop, Clergy and Laity of the Anglican Diocese of North West Australia in Synod assembled resolves as follows:

1. There shall be a Diocesan Council (“the Council”) which shall, 

(i) 
act for and on behalf of Synod when Synod is not in session, subject to 
Synod confirming by resolution any statute passed by the Diocesan 
Council at the next meeting of Synod, but until that time any statute passed 
by the Diocesan Council on behalf of Synod shall be valid as if it were a 
statute of Synod;

(ii)
pass regulations which govern the daily operations of the Diocese, and

which carry the same force as the statutes of Synod (but always subject to 
the right of Synod to amend or repeal such regulations).

SECTION 2 – Constitution of the Council 

2.
(i)

The Bishop (who shall be chairman)


(ii)

Ex-officio members: 

The Vicar General 

The Archdeacon of each Archdeaconry 

The Dean of the Cathedral Church (if not holding office of Vicar General)
The Registrar
(iii) 
The Diocesan Trustees elected by Synod


(iv)
One clerical and one lay person elected by Synod from each 



Archdeaconry

(v) 
Up to two clerical and two lay members appointed by the Bishop.

3.
An elected member shall hold office until his successor is elected, unless he ceases to be a member as provided in Section 3 parts 5 and 7 of this Statute.

4.
All elected clerical and all elected lay members shall retire at the first session of each 
General Meeting of Synod and Synod shall then elect one clerical and one lay 
member from each Archdeaconry.

SECTION 3 – Council Resignations and Vacancies 
5.
Any member of the Council may by writing under his or her hand addressed to 
the Bishop resign and upon receipt of such resignation by the Bishop, the 
office shall become vacant.  

6.
When the office of any elected member of the Council shall become vacant by death, resignation, absence or otherwise, 


(i) 
the Bishop shall give notice of such vacancy to the remaining



members of the Council; and,


(ii) 
they may appoint an appropriate person to fill the vacancy until the 


next General meeting of Synod.


(iii)
When the office of any ex officio member of the Council shall 



become vacant by death, resignation, absence or otherwise, the 



Bishop may appoint an appropriate person to fill the vacancy.

7.

(i) 
The Bishop may remove any member appointed by him at any time, 


and shall fill any vacancies so created.


(ii)
In the case of misconduct by an elected member of the Council the 

Bishop shall remove that member and his position may remain 


vacant until the next General Meeting of Synod.

8.
All acts and proceedings of the Council or of any person acting as a member of it   
shall, even if it is afterwards discovered that there was some defect in the election or 
appointment of the Council or of any such member, be as valid and effectual as if the
Council or such person had been duly elected.
SECTION 4 – Council Operation
9.
(i) 
The Council shall meet not less than once a year on dates to be decided by 
the Council, and shall appoint an executive committee (the Executive) with
the delegated authority of the Council. The Executive shall comprise at
least the Bishop, the Registrar and the Archdeacon of each Archdeaconry 
or the Bishop’s nominee from that Archdeaconry if there is a vacancy. The
Executive shall not have any delegated authority to pass statutes. The 

Bishop shall convene any meeting of the Council or of the Executive in 
writing. Six members, two of whom must be elected members, shall form a
quorum of any meeting of the Council. The Bishop, the Registrar, and two 
of the Archdeacons or the Bishop’s nominee from that Archdeaconry if 
there is a vacancy shall form a quorum of any meeting of the Executive.


(ii) 
Any member may participate in a meeting of the Council or 


Executive via any electronic telecommunication.


(iii)
Any issue before the Council or Executive may be decided by 


circulated email with resolution on the majority of members who 

respond provided always such response constitutes a quorum.
10.
The Council may delegate any portion of its power to committees either with or
   
without an obligation to report to the Council but the power to be delegated shall be 
strictly defined and shall be revocable by the Council at any time.

11.
A minute of every resolution or proceeding agreed to at any meeting of the Council 
shall be entered into a book kept for that purpose.

12.
The Registrar shall function as the secretary for the Council, the Executive and the 
Trustees.

13.
The Registrar shall prepare financial reports for meetings of the Council, the 
Executive and the Trustees.

14.
The Council may
 
 delegate matters to the Registrar to act on its behalf and appoint him or her to such 
 sub-committees and councils as it sees fit.

15.
The Bishop shall require the Registrar to table the audited accounts of all moneys

appropriated or expended by the Council from the date of the last meeting of Synod
and a statement of the acts of 
the Council from the date of the last meeting of Synod

16.
The Registrar shall prepare a budget of the anticipated income and proposed 
 
expenditure for the diocese for each financial year which shall be approved by the 
Synod or the Council in a non-Synod year.

17.
When Synod meets, the budget of the income and expenditure for the next year shall
be tabled. When Synod considers the budget a member of Synod may not propose an 
amendment to any expense item in the budget unless they can demonstrate how the 
proposed amendment 
is to be funded. 

18.
This Statute may be cited as “The Diocesan Council Statute 2016”.
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